THE EASTERN IOWA DXer 
Eoatenn Fowa DL Association Newsletter — Fanuary 1986 


HAPPY NEW YEAR! de WOVX, Editor 


al 
The requiar January E1DKA seeting will be on Friday, January 
17, 7:30 PM at the Linn County REC Butiding in Marion. The 
program will the FOOXY prograa from the No Cal DX Foundation, 


APRIL MEETING 

The regular April E1BYA aeeting will be on Friday April 18, 
7:30 PH at the Linn County REC Building in Narion. The roe 
is reserved but the prograa is still open so send your 
suggestions to KOVZR. Deadline for the April newsletter is 
April 1. No Fooling! 


PA: 
Ques for the 1985-86 year are now PAST DUE. They were due at 
the October aeeting and if not paid by the January seeting, 
you will be dropped from the aeabership rolls, Meabers who 
HAVE paid their dues are KUOA, KOAL, NOBD, KAQCEH, KOCF, 
WOEJ, WOFO, KBOFP, KOGT, KOGVB, KJOH, NBOH, KOJIR, WOIZ, 
KOJGH, WOMJN, WANIM, NCOO, WOPPF, KBOPR, KCO@, KDOO, KORW, 
WOSR, WOVX, KOVZR, NGOW, KEOY, and KFOZ. I¢ your call is not 
on "THE LIST", send your check for $4.00 to KOGT right now 
before you forget. This is the only notice you will receive! 


Wd 
Club participation in the Cd WW contest was, as ay bids say, 
decent. We had about 20 stations participating although not 
all the scores have been subaitted yet. Remeaber, CO WN CY 
scores aust be in by January 15. The following are the 
scores { havef 


SSB cw 
KUOA 35,21! 
KLOC 668,792 
woFO 28,912 41,309 
KOGT 267,471 
KJOH 412,420 421,950 
wo1l 209,517 
xou6H 3,850 
WONJN 139,573 
WANT 56, 401 
wc00 11,944 
wovr 393,786 
KOVIR 129,078 
NEOK 220,745 
wowP 920,304 
KFOL 18,357 


Conditions better in the SSB contest than the CW one. tots 
of Dipeditions and, a5 usual, a ton of DX activity. The club 
score roughs out to something like 4 aillion points. Not too 
bad for a sunspot ainisua! 


ARR x NTEST 

The ARRL OX Contest 1s upon us. February [5-16 is CW and 
March 1-215 PHONE. The ARRL tog, sumsary, and dupe sheets 
are enclosed in this issue. Use thea to sake as sany copies 
as you need. The rules are the sage as last year but just in 
case you are not sure, complete OX Contest rules are in you 
Qeceaber OST page 93. Coaplete club competition rules and 
disqualification criterta are in January @ST page 94. Both 
wake for interesting reading. See vou in the piles! 


1OWA_SM_RESTGNS 


lowa Section Manager Bob McCatfrey, KOLY, has announced his 
resignation effective January 5, 1986. In a letter to ail 
Towa Section leadershtp appointees, he cites business 
comaittaents and a loss of effectiveness as Section Nanager. 
Ke alsa says that it is tiae to qet new ideas in the section 
since he has been SM since 1980, It is expected that aur 
Division Director, Paul Graver, wtll appoint an interia SM to 
fill the balance of NcCaffrey’s tera. 


ack 

According to a card ¢roa Don Search, OXCC Manager, processing 
of OXCC applications is running about 12 weeks behind. Ay 
cards were received at ARRL on September 23 and are aot back 
to ae yet. Efforts to replace the OXCC checker who went on 
to better things have not been totally successful. As you 
have no doubt noticed, the annua! DXCC listing has not yet 
appeared in OST and is Likely still] a few sore aonths away. 


KOAL has wade it to Europe and back. Al has eany nice slides 
and tales to tell that might aake a good prograe. What say 
Al? ... Congratulations to Joe, NBD, on his new job in 
Kansas City. Some big tiae DXers in that town! Looks like 
they will have another one soon. ... Congratulations also to 
Jia, KZOC, on his new job in the Waterloo area, ... After 
@any aonths Wade, WOEJ, can once again turn his antennas. A 
few rotor finally did the trick atter aany hours of fooling 
around with the old one and the thrust bearing. .., WOIZ, 
has a mew Heath PA that he will have Guilt just as soon as 
they ship hia the 10 aeter aod kit. lowa Electric will he 
happy when Dale gets back up to 2XW! ... KOGT has a new 2 
seter transverter and bess, Can you really work new 
countries on 2 aeter SSB Gary? ... WOWP has a new YFO-230 for 
his 18-830. With the transceiver, external VFO, and the 
separate 7983 receiver, will Tom have enough hands ta run it 
all? Catch hig in the ARRL DX Test for the answer! ... KOGVB 
is looking for an Icom antenna tuner, ... WOFO now has a new 
kitchen, again. Things really got cocking for hia during the 
CQ Wi Contest. Fortunately, the aznor fire was quickly put 
cut and dawage was contined to his newly resodeled kitchen. 
cso» WOSML has finished his eave across tawn. Doug’s new 
address 1s 4401 Northwood Dr. NE, Cedar Rapids 52402, phone 
393-2974, Look for the antenna party in the Spring. 


1 
Thanks to WOEJ, KOGT, WORJK, WOSR, and KOV2R for their 
contributions to this issue, All inputs froe all aesbers are 
always welcome and appreciated. Inout deadline for the April 
issue is April 1. 


A T. A 
fs af the end of November, the latest tenth district calls 
assigned by the FCC were; Extra - NOOL, Advanced - KEOBK, 
General - NOGQI, and Novice - KAOVNC. 


DX_NET 
Don’t forget the EIDKA inforeation net every Sunday nrght at 
9:30 PM on {$5.19. While you are at it, bring sowe hot DX 
scoop to share with the other aembers. If you don’t think 
there is enough DX info on the net, it’s because you aren’t 
bringing it. 


ARRL BULLETINS 


HR PROPAGATION FORECAST BULLETIN WR 52 FROM ARRL HEADQUARTERS 
NEWINGTON CT DECEMBER 31, 1985 T0 ALL RADIO AMATEURS ET 


THROUGH DECEMBER 24, THE SOLAR FLUX WAS HIGHER THAN ON THE 
CORRESPONDING DAY ON THE PREVIOUS SOLAR ROTATION 18 TIMES, AN 
ODO STATE GF AFFAIRS IN THE LATE YEARS OF A SOLAR CYCLE. BUT 
THEN CARE A 70, THREE 499 AND A 48, EACH 2 POINTS LOWER THAN 
THE PREVIGUS SOLAR ROTATION. STILL, THE DECEMBER FLUX 
AVERAGE WILL BE ABOVE 75, BEATING ALL OF THE EARLIER MONTHS 
CF 1985. THESE STATISTICS ARE CITED 70 SHOW THAT SUNSPOT 
CYCLES, LIKE BASEBALL GAMES, ARE NEVER OVER UNTIL THEY ARE 
OVER. 


WITHIN THE PAST TWO WEEKS, SOLAR ACTIVITY HAS COVERED A RANGE 
FROM ABOUT THE HIGHEST TO THE LOWEST THAT WE ARE LIXELY TO 
SEE FOR AT LEAST ANOTHER YEAR. FLUX READINGS IN THE 80S, AND 
THERE WERE 7 OF THEM BETWEEN DECEMBER 12 AND 20, CAN WORK 
WONDERS FOR 14, 21, 24 AND 28 MHZ, IF THEY COME DURING THE 
COOLER MONTHS OF 1986. THE LOW 70S AND HIGH 40S SHIFTS THE 
OX POTENTIAL 70 THE LOWER BANDS. 


THE NEW YEAR WILL START [MN THE LATTER RANGE, BUT A GRADUAL 
RISE SHOULD BEGIN ABQUT JANUARY 2 AND CONTINUE THROUGH AT 
LEAST THE 4TH. THE EARTHS HAGNETIC FIELD SHOULD BE 
RELATIVELY QUIET EARLY IN THES PERIOD, HAKING FOR GENERALLY 
GOOD PROPAGATION ON ALL FREQUENCIES, AS THE FLUX RISES, 
SEDNAGNETIC ACTIVITY INCREASES AS WELL. THIS WILL BRING 
LOWER SIGNAL LEVELS AND INCREASED FADING JANUARY 7 AND LATER. 
THERE WILL BE A BRIEF RESPITE, AND MOSTLY GOOD CONDITIONS, 
JANUARY 11 TO t3, COMBINED WETH THE FLUX PEAK EXPECTED AT 
THIS TIME, THIS MAY BRING THE BEST 21, 24 AND 28 AHZ 
PROPAGATION OF THE MONTH. 


@ LONGER CALM PERIOD EXPECTED JANUARY 18 THROUGH 23 SHOULD 
PROVIDE G00) PROPAGATION, BUT WITH LOWER MUF. THE POOREST 
PROPAGATION OF THE MONTH, ESPECIALLY IN THE HIGHER LATITUDES, 
18 LIKELY AROUND JANUARY 10, 14 AND 25. 


AMERICAN SUNSPOT NUMBERS FOR DECEMBER 19 THROUGH 25 WERE 
BETWEEN 0 AND £1 WETH A HEAN OF 3.1 AR 


HR ARAL BULLETIN NR 110 FROM ARRL HEADQUARTERS NEWINGTON CT 
DECEMBER 24, 1985 TO ALL RADIO AMATEURS 8T 


RADIO AMATEURS COMMUNICATING WITH THEIR CONGRESSMEN ALLEGING 
THAT A CERTAIN LOBBY IS OUT TO KILL PHONE PATCHES MAY BE 
OOING MORE HARM THAN GOOD. THE BILLS IN QUESTION, HR 3378 
AND § 1667, HAVE BEEN NAMED THE ELECTRONIC COWMUNICATIONS 
PRIVACY ACT OF £985. THE BILLS INDEED REQUIRE SOME ATTENTION 
FROM THE AMATEUR CONNUNITY, BUT THEY DO NOT PROPOSE TO OUTLAW 
PHONE PATCHES. THE MEASURE CANNOT REACH THE HOUSE OR THE 
SENATE FOR A VOTE BEFORE FEBRUARY OR LATER, AND ARRL HAS BEEN 
WORKING CLOSELY AWD PERSONALLY WITH COMMITTEE STAFF OVER THE 
PAST FEW HONTHS T0 SMOOTH QUT ROUGH SPOTS. RADIO AMATEURS 
WHO WISH TQ WRITE TO THEIR REPRESENTATIVES IN CONGRESS ARE 
ENCOURAGED TO FIRST OBTAIN A COPY OF THE PROPOSED 
CEBISLATION, COPIES ARE AVAILABLE FROK ARRL INFORMATION 
SERVICES, NEWINGTON, CT Od112. A LARGE SASE WITH 73 CENTS 
POSTAGE WOULO BE APPRECIATED. DETAILS {N JANUARY AND 
FEBRUARY QST AR 


W AWA 
CQ Magazine has announced a special WAZ award to conaenorate 
50 years of WAZ. Full rules are reprinted below. Looks like 
a fun one to go after especially curing a sunspot ainiaua. 
Could separate the sen from the boys. Good luck with that 
zone £9 QSL! 


WAZ 


50th Anniversary Award 


To commemorate the 50th anniver- 
sary of the WAZ Award, CQis offer- 
ing a special WAZ certificate for 
those working the 40 zones be- 
tween January 1 and December 31, 
1986. QSLs should be submitted di- 
rectly to our WAZ Award Manager, 
Mr. Leo Haijsman, W4KA, 1044 S.E. 
43 Street, Cape Coral, Florida 33904, 


| 
A special plaque will be awarded 
by CQ to the first amateur to qual- 
ity, as determined by postmark, Se- 
quential numbers beginning with 
number one will be assigned to the 
WAZ-50 certificates in the order in 
which the applications are received 
by W4KA. Regular WAZ application 
forms will be used and are available 
from W4KA and from CQ Magazine, 
76 North Broadway, Hicksville, NY 
11801. SASE please, All standard 
WAZ rules apply except that the 
award application fee is $5.00 for 
all applicants, regardiess of wheth- 
er the applicant is aCQ subscriber. 
e 
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Wei Ti 
de NOEJ 


THINK THI fe 


Well, the first series of DY contests are done for the year 
and an old irritant that gets ae steaaed has shown up again. 


You ali see it! These guys who operate big contest 
DXpeditions who don’t sign their calis. They seea to think 
they are the only ones competing in the contestso they don’t 
have to give out their calis after every contact. Often it 
seeas !ike hours before soae of these guys bless us with an 
ID! | heard one poor guy who dared ta ask ¥2A what his call 
was in the CQ WH CH contest and the lid on the throne at V2A 
told hia he was out of line to ask since they would give out 
their call after every 20th GS0!!!! To quote someone we have 
all hear before, “Well EXCUUUUUUUUUse HES?! !° 


This tiae f came up with ay own solution which, after sharing 
ay frustrations with some of you, turns out to not be 
original, but could be effective, just the same, Since these 
Bozas need to run the contact up and chonse to do so aththe 
expense of everyone elses tiae, try this: I¥ you come across 
a non-[Der, just work him but don’t log hia and aove along. 
Each tiae you find these lids, keap working thea. 1f you are 
fortunateenough to get a call out of thea then you can log 
thea and congratulate yourself. Maybe if these turkeys end 
up with a log loaded with duplicate OS0s, they sight 
reconsider their poor operating etiquitte. What have the 
rast of us got to loose???? 

22T T_T 
de WOnJN 


Qn August i, 1985, the two aeter RTTY RBBS (Radio Bulletin 
Board System) was soved ta the WOMJN QTH froa W4NIN’s OTH. In 
the first few aonths after the aove, activity picked up froa 
what it had been and systea utilization was quite good. 
However, during the last aonth of operation, activity has 
begun to dwindle, The number af systes accesses has dropped 
from 6-7 per day to 2-3 per day, and the nuaber of ‘regular’ 
users of the RBBS has dropped to about tive. 


fs I have noted in past newsletters, the REBS is only useful 
if it has a lot of different people putting inforaation on 
it. I know there are a nusber of EIDXA aeabers that have RITY 
capability, but are not using the ATTY RBBS. This fact, 
coupled with the recent low utilization would indicate that 
there is not enough interest in the EIDXA to suppoort an RITY 
RBBS. The current lack of interest in the RBBS sakes it 
difficult to justify tying up a computer, eonitor, two disk 
drives, real tiae clock, coaputer interface, 2-seter 
transciever, 12vdc power supply, and antenna on a full tise 
basis. 


I would like to keep the RBBS on the air, but if interest 
does not pick up during the next 4-6 weeks, the systes will 
be taken off the air and the equipaent put to better usa, 


RITY RBBS...To be, or not to be? The choice is yours!!! 


NEW YEARS R iT 
de KOVZR 


I hope this newsletter arrives before the last of your Hew 
Year’s Resolutions are aade and before the first of those are 
broken. [7d like to propose a couple of resolutions: 


1, This is the year I earn the __ Award. Fill it in: WAZ, 
WA250, SBDXCC, Honor Roll, etc. To do this I 
will 


2. This is the year of soae better equipment, Antennas or 


Rigs? What do you need and can it be done? 


Vaa goal setter. [I’ve found it works, J encourage you ali 
to try. Set realistic and desireable goals and aap a 
strategy to attain thea. 


Goal setting and coaaitaent will continue to be important in 
1988 in aur club and in the hobby. ALl of our energies are 
needed to keep things going through this last year af sunspot 
decline. It’s warth the effort. 


I’a looking forward to the club’s year in 1986. There were 
some good contest efforts and lots of new awebers in 1985. 
This enthusiasa is great and we can all feel the excitesent 
it generates. ARRL C¥ and Phone are coaing. Start planning 
now. 


At this QTH, I hope 1986 brings a new tribander and some ViiF 
activity. Low band antennas will need attention this suaaer 
and a resolution to a neighbor and his TVI probleass. 


All the best in 1984. 


HOT PDAT 
de WOEd 


Once again it is tise to really update your HOT 100 listings. 
The first issue of the year is to be the one where the top 
100 countries of those participating is determined, To do 
this I need your DXCC wants and | will compile the List. 


However, with the aajor drao in participants in the HOT 100 
in the last year, aaybe I don’t need to update the fist or 
gaybe we don’t need the list anysore. hat do you think? 


So, 1f you want the HOT 100 to continue, pass your wants to 
me in person, on the twisted pair, 145.19, siaplex, letter, 
post card, net, RTTY bulletin board, etc. mo later than the 
Monday before the January aeeting. The extra tise is needed 
to coapile the new list and get it reproduced by the club 
seating. If you don’t think the Hot 100 should be continued, 
please pass that along tp we too. 


See you at the seeting. 


MEETING MINUTES 


The regular aeeting of the Eastern fowa DX Association was 
called to order by president Toa White, KOV2R, on Septeaber 
20, 1995 at 7243 PM at the Lian County REC Building. 


Those present were WOE], KOVZR, XJOH, KEOY, KUOA, WOPPF, 
KFOL, KBOPR, KORW, KOJGH, NCOO, NOIZ, WOWP, KOBVB, KAOCEH, 
KAZOZI, NPOD, WOVX, WOFO, KCO, NBOH, KOIIR, WOMIN, NGOW, and 
KOCF. 


The einutes of the previous aeeting were read and approved, 
Due to the absense of the secretary/treasurer, there was no 
treasurer’s report. 


OLD BUSINESS 

Dayton Haavention Transportation - NBOH reported that a bus 
could be chartered to provide round trip transportation to 
the haavention for about $50 per person. Local 
transportation in Dayton was discussed. A show of hands of 
those present indicated that about 12-13 were interested. 
Using vans was also discussed, NBOH will also laok into 
qroup housing for next year. 


Muscatine Haafest - KEOY reported that this new haafest will 
be held October 4 at the West Liberty Fairgrounds. Tickets 
are $3 in advance and $4 at the door. Flea Market tables 
cast $5 plus §2 for electricity. 


QSLs - KOCF reported that orders are being taken for lots ot 
1000 cards at a cost of §28 per 1000. Cut off for the orders 
will be Wednesday, Septeaber 25. 


New Meaber Applications - Applications were received from Toa 
Hise, NCOB, for Associate Mesbership and Clark Pantel, XOUIR, 
for Full Membership. Both applications were approved. 


Tt was announced that dues were being accepted for the 1985- 
1986 year. Also ARRL aeabership can be renewed through the 
club. 


WOEJ reported that activity on the HOT 100 was off 
dramatically. More than halé of the participatants from 6 
aonths ago have been dropped due to lack of activity. It was 
questioned whether the HOT 100 should continue, 


DXAC Report - WOSR was not present, 
Pribiloffs still count for KL7! 


but it was reported that 


RBBS - WOMJN reported that the ABBS hes been aoved to his QTH 
for various reasons. Activity, however, was up to the point 
that it was necessary to reblock the disk every 4 days. 


Sunday Nite Net - The net stil] aeets at 9530 PM local tise 
on Sundays. Because attendance was low, XOVZR questioned 
whether another night aight be aore convient. This question 
was put off until the next aeeting. 


Repeater Status - WANIN reports that the VSWR has stayed at 
1.311 for the last 14 aonths. 


KOLUZ sends greetings to the club via WOWP. 


WOIZ pointed out that N9BD has put on several VHF/UHF grid 
squares with 2 aeter Dipecitions to Charles City and Spirit 
Lake Iowa and into Minnesota. The rare grid squares provided 
by Joe were EN33, EN23, and EN24. 


New Business 
KOGVB has IRCs for sale at $0.35 each or 10/$3.50. 


KOLIR the Official Bulletin Manager for lowa is Looking for 
Official Bulletin Stations. 


Fall and Winter Contests - What to do? Shouid there be sore 
challenges? Should they be inter or intra club? KAQCEH 
volunteered to provide a trophy for whatever competition was 
selected. WOW? anved that the club sake a strong effort on 
the CO WW contests to evaluate the score and deteraine what 
course we should take for the ARRL DX Competition in 1906. 
WOVI seconded the eotion. The sotion passed. WOVE saved 
that we have a pizza party and a special edition of the 
newsletter to get everyone ready. The action passed. 


Membership Recruitaent - Neabers were asked to aake a pitch 
at their local clubs about sesbership in the EIDXA, 


Election of Officers 
KOVZR was 


WOVX and KOVZR were noainated for president. 
electad. 


WOVX was nominated for vice president and nominations were 
closed before Dave could protest. WOVX was elected. 


KOT was nominated for secretary/treasurer. Because Gary was 
fot present to defend htaseif, nominations were closed. KOGT 
was elected, 


KOVZR brought up several topics for future seeting 
programswhich included FOOXX siides, packet radio, and KOGYB 
wanderings. Tom also suggested that aaybe two prograss for 
gach aeetiag aight be of interest: a OX program and a 
general/educational program. The January 1984 aeeting would 
feature such a format. [deas on how to streaaline the 
business ageting were also solicited. 


NGOW reminded everyone that he is available to check aS 
cards for most CQ awards. 


The megting adjourned at 9:13 PH. 


Wade Walstroa, WeEJ, Acting Secretary 
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ARRL INTERNATIONAL DX CONTEST 


|. Separate summary sheets and logs required for cach more. 
2. Check entry for icates on each band, 
3. Dupe/check sheets 


st be included with every entry of 500 or more QSOs. 
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DIRECTIONS: Use this form (or your own) to avoid duplicates. CIRCLE calls of each new country as worked. This 
record must accompany your entry. Additional sheets are available from ARRL Headquarters, 225 Main Street. Newington, 
Connecticut, U.S.A. 06111. 
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CALL 


ARRL INTERNATIONAL DX COMPETITION CHECKSHEET 


9) [eam | et [se [ee | ee 
P| [eve “Test 


NR. 


COUNTRIES 


NR. CONTACTS 


(do nat write above (his line) 


ARRL INTERNATIONAL DX CONTEST 


CW Third FULL weekend in February - Phone First FULL weekend in March 


cw 


5 a 
CALL USED PHONE.C] ARRL SECTION (P, 8 QST) 


Separate logs and summaries must be submitted for each made of operation. 


Vatid QSOs Countries 


Single operator 


(J alt band 


ima Single band(circle ane) 
160-80-40-20-1 5-10 
( onpttow or tess) 


Multioperator 


(21 Single transmitter 
mi Multi-transmitter 
Muitiops list ALL operators: 


x32 x Countries = 
(Valid QSOs) (QSO Points) 


Claimed Score. 


DC POWER INPUT — CHECK ANY USED: CF to watts or tess Cieza 1) over 200 


YES ® ALGIMILIATED CLUB PARTICIPATION NO @ 


(Note; Club secrerary must submit list of eligibtes 
EASTERN TOWA DX ASSOCIATION in order for club aj te co be listed. 3 
ARRL AFFILIATED CLUB NAME of more entries mnie be sutitced. : 


“Thave observed all competition rues as well as all regulations established far amateur radio in inv country, Aty repeurt 
is correct and true to the best af inv knowledge. J egree ta he bound by the decistans of the ARRE Awards Conunutee." 


Date Signature Cull 


Prine or types 


1. Check lag for duplicate QSOs. 


2. Copy ALL GSO Infa carefully. & peraity is 
NAME: CALL: assessac) for Incorrectly conled QSO inta, 
3. Observe maiiing deadilne 
ADDRESS: 


4, Guee/chack sheet must accompany ail 
antries of 500 or more QSOs 
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